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Not Your Average Monday 
With winter break fast approaching, the staff 
decided to take students ice skating at the 
Sculpture Gardens downtown. Students and 
staff caravanned to the rink in the Parkmont 
vans after US math and MS English on Mon-
day, December 20th.  When they got to the 
rink, everyone put their skates on and the fun 
began.  For an hour and a half students and 
staff alike improved their skating skills in per-
fect weather conditions.  This is definitely a 
trip everyone will want to do again next year! 

Sarah Moroney glides across the ice. 

Damani Jenkins, Reggie Hough, Jordan Leach-Herndon, Willa Reinhard, and Jennifer Benton. 



Not Your Average Monday continued... 

 Students who opted out of ice skating, headed 
over to the Museum of Natural History to 
check out some of the exhibits.  Afterwards, 
the whole school met back up by the Sculpture 
Gardens, and headed in small groups to lunch.  
The DC History class went to historic Ben’s 
Chili Bowl, pictured at right. Other groups ate 
in Chinatown.  

Panama Trip— February 18-26 
 
Ski Trip — January 26 
 
Arabian Nights at Arena Stage (All School) — February 15 
 
Cyrano de Bergerac at Folger Shakespeare Theatre (Upper 
School) — May 5 

Upcoming Events 

Kory Otto-Jacobs, AG Abrams, Quentin Korn, KJ Mayes, 
Kady Hurley, Dasha Bell and Ian Ludwig. 



Potluck Dinner Wrap-up 

The tradition of getting people together 
to share food and conversation is a fan-
tastic practice at Parkmont. This year at 
the Parkmont School Annual Potluck 
Dinner, we enjoyed a wide variety of 
fine foods. Wontons, veggie rice, sea-
food curry, enchilada casserole, and 
some delicious cakes were just a few 
of the items consumed on a chilly No-
vember evening. Students and parents 
had a chance to get to know each other 
in the relaxed and pleasantly decorated 
commons room. Discussing  the up-
coming school trip to Panama was a 
hot topic, as was the hilarious slide 
show of outdoor student activities. All 
in all it was a great evening of good 
food and good conversation. 

Middle School 
News 

   8th grader Bryant Pugliese in Art and Music History Class 

On Thursday, December 9, the middle school 
led by Nijole, headed to the Roundhouse 
Theater in Bethesda to see a production of A 
Wrinkle in Time.  Many of the students had 
read Madeleine L'engle's classic novel and en-
joyed seeing it come to life on stage.  It was a 
cold day outside, so everyone appreciated 
their cozy seats in the front row of the bal-
cony, and all agreed that the performance was 
both compelling and fun! 

Nijole and the middle school. 



Getting into the Holiday Spirit! 

Inspired by the season and maybe also by the 
upper school students, Bryant Pugliese, an 8th 
grader, decided to single-handedly organize a 
mini-canned food drive at school as part of the 
Greg Gannon Food Drive for the Homeless 
run by his church, Blessed Sacrament.  In the 
course of a week, Bryant collected three boxes 
worth of non-perishable foods, and took re-
sponsibility for delivering the donations to his 
church.  For everyone who donated food, Bry-
ant surprised them with the gift of a t-shirt em-
blazoned with the food.   

Middle School Spotlight 

In the spirit of the holidays, some Parkmont students 
found ways to help others and give back to the com-
munity.  Willa’s advisory decided they wanted to fo-
cus on local, charitable organizations that help chil-
dren: Children’s National Medical Center and the 
Ronald McDonald House.  For Children’s National 
Medical Center, the advisory wanted to have a cou-
ple of bake sales during lunch and donate proceeds 
to their holiday fundraising drive.  They raised $65.  
When Ron learned of the bake sales, he said the 
school would match what students were able to 
raise; this brought the total to $130.  Finally, as part 

of Children’s fundraising drive, the grocery store chain, Food Lion, agreed to match any 
donation to the hospital before the new year, making the value of the students’ final do-
nation $260!  Children’s uses donations toward ensuring every child, regardless of in-
come, is able to receive proper medical treatment and to help fund research to find fu-
ture cures for devastating diseases affecting children. 

Bryant Pugliese (right) gave out t-shirts to those 
who donated canned goods. 



Angela Cole, Joselyn Flores, Damali Hall, and Emili Stopak 
wanted to do more than raise money for a charity.  They wanted 
to make a physical commitment to helping others.  As a group 
they agreed to volunteer on Saturday, November 27th at the 
Ronald McDonald House in Northeast Washington.  The Ronald 
McDonald House provides a comfortable environment where 
families of sick children can stay when their loved one is admit-
ted to a nearby hospital.  The four young women opted to make a 
meal for those families.  From 3:30-5:30pm, they boiled, 
chopped, seasoned and baked to create their culinary master-
piece: spaghetti with two sauce options (meatballs or vegetarian) 
and grated parmesan cheese, mixed vegetables, and a choice of 
chocolate chip or sugar cookies for dessert.  The students worked 
wonderfully as a team and said they’d love to do it again. 

Thanksgiving Baking 

Making magic in the kitchen! 

Joselyn Flores, Willa Reinhard, Angela Cole, Emili Stopak and Damali Hall. 



Reading Groups 
Hit the Streets! 

On Tuesday, December 14th, 
reading group teachers  

decided to take the morning  
to embark on some fun,  

class-related trips.  

Willa’s reading group on Black and White Race Rela-
tions in the U.S. studied the Civil War this session so 
they headed to the African American Civil War Museum 
where the museum’s curator, Hari Jones, engaged stu-
dents with a dramatic presentation about the numerous 
contributions of African Americans in winning the war 
and securing their own freedom.  Afterward, the group 
headed to nearby Busboys and Poets, named for Renais-
sance poet Langston Hughes (who students will study 
more later in the year) for lunch.  

Trefor’s History of Technology students went to 
the American History Museum, the Hall of Trans-
portation, to look at how travel has changed in 
America over the course of this country’s history. 
They followed that up by going to the Air and 
Space Museum to look at how Americans have 
pushed those modes of transportation even further 
(into the air and eventually space). While on the 
trip students started brainstorming ways to write 
up the trip as an exaggerated travel account, like 
the ones read by early explorers. 

Nijole’s World Religions class studied Hin-
duism this session so they went to Sri Siva 
Vishnu temple in Lanham, MD.  They had a 
self and then guided tour of the temple, were 
blessed by a priest who was  praying to Ga-
nesh, the remover of obstacles, and had 
mango lassis and delicious, crispy snacks 
while talking to their tour guide about some 
of the basic principles of Hinduism. 


